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Status of high school sports remains in flux

By Jon Kingdon

The California Interscholastic
Federation announced on
July 29 that for the 2020-21
school year, due to the coro-
navirus, there would be a
modified season of sport
schedules for the 10 CIF sec-
tions, 1,705 schools and over
800,000 athletes. The “fall”
season was to begin team
practices on Dec. 14 and the
spring season on Feb. 22.
With the COVID-19 numbers
increasing so rapidly, the
state of California and the CIF
announced that the school’s
athletic teams would not be
able to begin practicing until
Jan. 25 at the earliest.

The changes, forced on
the athletic programs and
businesses, are based on the
colored tiers set by the state:
Purple, the most restrictive to
Red and Orange to Yellow, the
least restrictive. Cross Coun-
try is one of the few sports
that would be allowed in the
purple tier. Football and
other close contact sports
would only be permitted in
the orange tier. Gov. Gavin
Newsom also stated that the
state will roll back or move
forward within these tiers af-
ter each week.

It was not until mid-
December that the state and
the CIF updated their guide-
lines based on the colored
tiers. “All that happened
right before our winter
break,” said Campolindo’s
Athletic Director Raymond
Meadows. “The consensus
was that here was a rough
guideline of a plan to follow
and they postponed all com-
petitions until Jan. 25.”

Everyone is waiting on
tenterhooks to find out the
state’s new directives on high
school sports, which were to
be released on Jan. 4 (after
press time). Acalanes High

School’s athletic director
Randy Takahasi is looking
forward to getting some di-
rection. “The shelter in place
stalled a lot of plans,” he said.
“There are a lot of meetings
that will be happening next
week so the state and the CIF
will get more guidance on
what we’re looking at. We
have been told that whatever
the counties have in place is
going to be trumped by
whatever the state has in
place.”

When practices were
scheduled to begin in De-
cember, there was a concern
that there would be major lo-
gistical issues with so many
sports overlapping. Since
starting dates have been
moved to late January, it has
made things that much more
difficult. With so many
things being held in
abeyance, it was Tim Kruger,
Las Lomas’ athletic director
who summed up succinctly in
an email to the league’s other
athletic directors the frustra-
tion they are all going
through: “There is so much to
do and there is nothing to
do.”

Because we’re all still
waiting, it’s daunting to look
at how we are going to have
the opportunity to do things,”
said Meadows. “All our
coaches and the administra-
tors are flexible and on the
same page in that we are go-
ing to do whatever it takes to
work things out. Things may
look drastically different
when we do get back. It may
mean limiting practice times
or cutting practice times and
just having to do things a lit-
tle bit differently than what
we did in the past. That is
going to be the case for
everybody.”

What’s most frustrating
is that they are all flying
blind. “It’s all been really
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challenging, just not know-
ing,” Takahashi said. “We’re
so used to having a start date
and an end date and knowing
when the playoffs were going
to happen. There is just so
much that is in flux that it’s
hard for those in charge to
put out information as well.”

According to Takahashi,
it’s going to be the virus
numbers in January and
February that may tell the
story as to where things are
going: “During Christmas and
New Year’s people are still
going to be out and about.
We know that is going to
happen so we may see a
jump in the virus numbers
mid-January from what the
numbers are. As a rule, peo-
ple tend to stay at home in
January and February. That
might help the situation, but
it is yet to be seen.”

What needs to be deter-
mined is how late a start date
can be established for each of
the sports. It’s possible that
some spring sports can start
earlier in terms of the color
tiers. If things were only that
easy, Meadows said. “There
are weather considerations
that need to be taken into ac-
count. The question then be-
comes, how do we arrange
things if we keep pushing
these start dates back further
and still fit it all in within the
calendar year?”

Many of the high schools
around the state are facing
financial pressures. With the
booster programs for each of
the Lamorinda high schools,
it is not as urgent a situation
as it is for many of the other
high schools. “Financially we
are in pretty good shape
since we don’t rely on gate
money as much as other
schools,” Takahashi said. “We
have a very strong booster
program that is very helpful.
We’re going to have to revisit
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our budgets based on what
changes are made to the sea-
sons so that we will have a
good plan in place. Our
coaches know that we will
need to streamline things be-
cause some families may not
have the resources to pay for
things such as equipment
and other items this year so
we want to be sensitive to
that too. We never want to
put families in a position
where they’re having to make
sacrifices at home or feeling
guilty about not being able to
do so.”

It has already been es-
tablished that there will be
no state level playoffs this
year. As to whether there
will be North Coast Sectional
tournaments, that is still to be
determined. It’s simply a
matter of keeping the eye on
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the prize as everyone waits to
hear the state’s new direc-
tives.

“Nobody wants to cancel
any sports, which is the mes-
sage that we have been given
by North Coast and CIF,”
Meadows said. “It’s been a
struggle for everyone but
we’re trying to stay positive
and I keep telling everyone
that there is a light at the end
of the tunnel. We are doing
our best to try and figure out
ways to give our student-
athletes something that will
resemble a season.”

Takahashi has taken the
same approach: “The em-
phasis really is going to be on
getting kids participating so
that even if the seasons get
shortened any more, our goal
will still be to give our kids
the opportunity to play.”

In the Dec. 23 Lamorinda Weekly article, “Rowing through the
pandemic,” the last quote in the last paragraph of the article —
“There were days where I got in the boat and had a feeling that
made me forget everything. Where I could look down the
gunnel at my friends and realize that we had never rowed that
good before and yell and laugh at our success. Where we
would get to the end of the estuary, look out at the sun setting
beautifully over the San Francisco skyline and just enjoy life,
only to row all the way back to the boathouse moments later.”
—was incorrectly attributed to Matty Shepherd, when the quote
should have been attributed to Campolindo senior Cooper
Alford. We apologize for the error.
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Music Lessons

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Furniture Restoration

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0£90108

Custom Quality Fencing

— KEN’S
" REDWOODFENCING _

%&ﬁlﬂf 925.938-9836
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» Good Neighbor Fence

« Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height.

Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Real Estate

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOUSE?
We'll buy “AS IS” condition, all
CASH offer, NO closing costs,
NO realtor commissions!
Call now: 925-800-7510
info@discoverpropertysolutions.com
www.discoverpropertysolutions.com

Quetzal Handﬁman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
x concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125




